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Principal’s Message

Over the past 4 weeks we have trialled a different
format for our newsletter using a full page rather
than columns. As you can see today we have gone
back to our column format. The calendar will now
be on the back page of the newsletter.

At Wirreanda PS the teachers and | work very hard
to make the children independent and responsible
for their learning and their behaviour. The
Kindergarten children are now well settled into
routines and have a good understanding of their
responsibilities. It is asked that parents drop off
their children and leave as the bell goes at 9.20am
at the latest.

Of an afternoon, parents are asked to stay well
clear of the COLA and any area past the admin
entrance, waiting on the grassed area in front of
the school or the NOLA.

Every Day Counts!

Going to school every day is a vital part of your
child’s education. Students learn new things at
school every day — missing school puts them
behind. Each missed day is associated with
progressively lower achievement in numeracy,
writing and reading.

It's vital that holidays are planned during school
holidays where possible, and not during the term if
it can be avoided.

It’s not justifiable to keep your child away from
school for: their birthday, shopping, visiting family
and friends, a hot/or cold day, if they sleep in,
minor check ups or care such as hair cuts.

The importance of arriving on time
Arriving at school and class on time:
e Ensures that students do not miss out on
important learning activities scheduled early
in the day
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e Helps students learn the importance of
punctuality and routine
e Give students time to greet their friends
before class
e Reduces classroom disruption
Lateness is recorded as a partial absence and
parents must sign child/ren in at the office, even if
your child is only 5 minutes late.

Our 3 Way Conferences are in Week 8 this term.
Last year we introduced this form of parent-child-
teacher communication to establish and build upon
positive home-school partnerships with a focus on
goal setting. Teachers will also discuss and gather
information to assist in supporting your child as
well as sharing observational information about
how your child has settled in and commenced the
new year of schooling.

Look in the school news section for information on
how to book your conference time.

3 Way Conference Bookings

Schoo]
Interviews

Go to: www.schoolinterviews.com.au
Enter the code: e9kfn in the code box, then follow
the simple steps to book your preferred time.

Congratulations to Ryan Hepworth for his honesty
and citizenship. Ryan found a large sum of money,
handing it in to the office. The money was able to
be returned to the family who had lost it. Well done
Ryan.

Have a lovely week, regards

Philippa Young

Principal


http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/

Deputy Principal’s Message

Cup of the Week

Stage 3 has been dominating the Cup of the Week
this term. Congratulations to 6H and 5L for their
efforts in being awarded the Cup of the Week over
the last fortnight. While the YCDI focus for the
school is Getting Along, the Cup of the Week also
looks at all the other YCDI foundations for success.

WOW Cards

It is always a pleasure to draw names out of the
WOW card box at the Monday morning assembly.
Students are awarded a WOW card if they
demonstrate safety, respect and pride in
themselves and school. The new addition of Leader
Commendations also recognises the fantastic job
that our Red Hats are doing in the playground.

Lego Club

Lego Club will be operating as of week 7 (next
week).

WHEN: Monday, Wednesday and Friday 2" half of
lunch

WHERE: Hall

WHO: All students from K-6

Books for Babies

We are patiently awaiting the arrival of the first
baby born to a Wirreanda family so that we can
present the newborn with a book at a Monday
morning assembly. Please remind any brothers and
sisters to let us know when your baby is born.

Dance2bfit

Dance2bfit will be here again in Term 2! This year,
for the first time, the Dance2bfit program will
culminate in a whole school concert, with
performances from all classes. There will be a
matinee and evening performance at the end of
Term 2.

The final details for this program will be included in
the next newsletter, however at this stage it is
anticipated that the cost will be $36 per child.
Have a wonderful fortnight.

Susan Wilson

Deputy Principal
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Deputy Principal Teacher Mentor Update

Gifted and Talented Students (GATS)

Another reminder to parents, if you think your child
is a GAT student, a checklist of characteristics to
identify your child is available from the school
office. If you have completed the gifted and
talented checklist in a previous year it will stay
current for the duration of your child's schooling at
Wirreanda. Wirreanda Public School's enrichment
program operates independently of the GATS
nominations. All students have the opportunity to
participate in the enrichment program through
teacher, self or peer nomination.

Making
Conqpcﬁons

Make connections between the text and
your life, the rest of the world and other
texts

. This reminds me of...
. This part is like..,
-The character is like because... This is similar to...
- This character makes me think of...

. The setting reminds me of...

.This is helping me withito think about...

. Something like this happened to me...

.What | read made me think about....

- This character reminds me of.... because...

. Does this text remind you of another text?

.Can you connect the words to your own experiences?

Focus on Reading

This week’s information is on how good readers
make personal connections with what they are
reading to develop a deeper understanding.

Sizzling Starts

Across the school classrooms have been focusing on
writing Sizzling Starts, one of the 7 Steps to Writing
Success. Writing a Sizzling Start is about engaging
the reader and making them want to keep reading.
There are a number of techniques good writers use
to write a Sizzling Start.

1. Start with action.

Five, four, three, two, ONE! The cameras were
rolling and | was about to eat a cockroach.

2. Make the reader curious.



The beach house was great, but then my cousins
arrived with the bacon, the bricks and wearing their
usual beanies.

3. Create a ‘Moment of Change’.

All was going well on the hike until the heat wave
happened. | was hot and sweaty and dying for a
swim. Then | saw the river. And the sign: Warning!
Crocodiles.

4. Use humour.

Ever cheered for your footy team with a pie in one
hand and a drink in the other? Don’t. When that
final goal happened, | wore both.

5. Dialogue brings characters to life.

‘Run! Run! My coach was always my biggest fan.
Kathie Colley

Deputy Principal —Teacher Mentor

School News

SCHOOL ACTIVITY REMINDERS

Activity Due Cost
Stage 2 and 3 camps 4™ March | $50 deposit
Cross Country sausage
sizzle orders 2" March $1.50 each

NOTES IN CIRCULATION
e Cross Country Carnival
e P&C Garden Express Bulbs catalogue due ot
March
e St 3 Senior Fiction Library note
e |ICAS Round 1 — available from office
e St 1 Taronga Zoo excursion

The Tell Them From Me student feedback survey
Years 4,5, 6 Only

| am delighted that this term, our school, like many
others in the state, will participate in a Department
of Education initiative: the Tell Them From Me
student feedback survey. The survey aims to help
improve student learning outcomes and measures
factors that are known to affect academic
achievement and other student outcomes. The
focus of the NSW-wide survey is on student
wellbeing, engagement and effective teaching
practices.

More information about the survey is available at:
http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-
parents

The survey is a great opportunity for our students
to provide our school with valuable and quick
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feedback on what they think about school life, how
engaged they are with school and the different
ways that teachers interact with them. Schools in
Australia and around the world have used the Tell
Them From Me survey to help improve how they do
things at school.

| want to assure you that the survey is confidential
and school staff will not be able to identify
individual students from their responses. The
survey is conducted online and will typically take
less than 30 minutes to complete. It will be
administered during school hours between 14th
March and 8th April. Participating in the survey is
entirely voluntary.

A consent form and a list of frequently asked
guestions (FAQs) for parents/carers about the
survey is being sent home with this newsletter.

If you do not want your child or children to
participate, please return the consent form to
school by Monday 7th March. The FAQs and copies
of the consent form, including translated consent
forms, are available from the website above.

On Friday, 4™ March the school will be participating
in the 26™ annual Clean Up Australia Day. We
encourage all students to get involved and it would
be appreciated if they could bring a pair of gloves to
school on this day.

Prior to participating in this activity the students
will be given direction with regards to safe practices
whilst cleaning the school grounds. The students
will be supervised at all times by their class teacher.
This year Stage 3 (years 5 & 6) will be cleaning the
footpaths around the edge of the school.

If your child is in Stage 3 and you do not want your
child outside the school grounds you need to advise
their teacher so other arrangements can be made.
As part of Clean Up Australia Day this year we are
also making it a bin less day. We ask student’s to
bring their lunch etc. in reusable containers, not
wrapped in plastic wrap which will reduce the
amount of waste generated on this day. We
appreciate parent’s support in this endeavour.


http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-parents
http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-parents

Sporting News

Congratulations Josh Bohan! Josh has qualified for

the regional swimming carnival. He was only one of

nine from our zone to qualify.

2 Pt Zone Swimming

On Friday, 19"

February, 10 students,

their parents and Miss

Fort had a wonderful

day at the Zone

Swimming Carnival.

All students that

| attended competed to
the best of their ability,

i achieving amazing
results. The heats in all

events were extremely competitive, however some

of our students placed overall and received ribbons.

Our junior girls relay team (Bronte Bohan, Emily

Whittington, Olivia Webster and Claire Howell)

placed first.

Joshua Bohan came 3™ in the junior backstroke, 3"

in the junior breaststroke and 1*" in the 10 years 50

metre freestyle.

Maddie Beninga placed 2™ in the 11 years

backstroke.

Shannon Bohan received a 3™ place ribbon in the

12 years backstroke and 3™ in the breaststroke.

Bronte Bohan following in her brother and sisters

footsteps placed 3 in the 8 years 50 metre

freestyle.

Moving on to regional level is extremely hard as the

qualifying times are very quick.

Amy Fort

Sport Coordinator

Student Leaders’ News

2016 School Leader Profiles

School Vice Captain — Toby

Laroche

Hobbies: Soccer, karate, lego,

computer games

Favourite Sport: Soccer

Favourite food: Tacos

What | love about Wirreanda:

- | love our school as it has an

amazingly supportive and friendly environment. |

love that we have access to so many fun activities

and that we all work so hard to achieve great

things. | also really like the fact that the teachers

.
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and the students have such a great relationship — it
makes school a lot more fun!

Why | will make a great Vice Captain: | believe that
I will make a great Vice Captain as | am a really
friendly and approachable person. | am always
helpful and am able to help others sort out their
differences really well. | am heaps of fun to be
around and have a great sense of humour. | work
really hard in all that | do and like to help others do
the same thing. | really don’t like to see people
being nasty and am always happy to stand up for
anyone who needs me.

School Vice Captain Shannon
Bohan
Hobbies: | love to play netball
~ and swim in my pool (which is
new) with my siblings. | also
like reading and maths. | enjoy
playing fun board games to try
and beat my dad.
Favourite sport: My favourite
; sport is netball but | do really
like playing soccer. On the weekends during
summer | participate in nippers, which is a great
way to enjoy the beach every Sunday morning.
Favourite food: Nachos but any type of cheese
comes in a close second.
What | love about Wirreanda: | love Wirreanda and
| am so glad | am a student here. | love all the
enrichment programs we have the choice to do like
debating, sport teams, bridge building and many
more. | love how all the teachers are so supportive
even when things are tough.
Why will | make a great Vice-Captain: | will show a
great example to all my fellow students in the
younger vyears. | will show pride in wearing my
badge and helping little kids with arguments about
blocks!! This year will be really busy as the team
and | bring in many new ideas!!

Garden Club News

The Garden Club is in need of colourful gumboots
for the students to wear while working in the
garden. If you have any available in sizes that would
fit our students please send them in.

The students are also making wind chimes and
would appreciate any donations of suitable beads
to help them with their projects.

Karen Schieb



University of NSW International Competitions and
Assessments for Schools 2016 (ICAS)

The first round of ICAS are now available for
students from Yr3 — 6; any interested student can
get an entry form from the school office.

All entries must be received by Thursday 24
March.

Digital Technologies $8.00

Science $8.00

Spelling $11.00

Writing $17.00

Library News

A huge thank you to all the parents that have been
volunteering their time to help cover books in the
library. We still have many boxes to get through so
if you have a spare hour or two on any day we
would really appreciate your help!

Senior fiction notes went home last week. If your
child is in year 5 or 6 and you’re happy for them to
borrow from the senior fiction section, please
return their permission notes as soon as possible. A
reminder that these books are not to be shared
across friends.

At Wirreanda we are very lucky to have such a huge
amount of students who love borrowing from the
library and take care of their books. Please
remember that infant students do need a library
bag for borrowing. | have spare plastic bags for
those students that remember their books, but
forget their bags. We would like to see primary
students using library bags as well, however it is not
mandatory. Please understand that books that are
damaged or lost will need to be paid for at the
office. General wear and tear is expected and
accepted.

Thank you!

Rachel Crossing

Teacher Librarian

Canteen News
Term 1 Meal Deal is ‘Mini Yon Munchie’ $5.00
e 3 xGoujon or 3 Chicken Nuggets and sauce
e Salad box (lettuce, tomato, cucumber,
carrot)
e Flavoured milk
e Mini banana muffin
Available every Monday, Wednesday & Friday.

.
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Lunch orders

Just a reminder that all lunch orders must be placed
at the canteen BEFORE school starts please.

Lunch order drinks or ice blocks are to be picked up
from the Canteen, but you must bring your lunch
bag with you (this excluded Kindergarten, whose
drinks are sent to the classroom with their lunches)

We have been trialling lots of new menu items and |
hope that you are all enjoying tasting them.

Canteen volunteers

Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to
help in the canteen so far, your help is greatly
appreciated. We still have vacancies on the roster,
so if you have a bit of time to spare please come
and see me.

Sharon Grant

Canteen Coordinator

For Sale: $20 each

We have 5 of these 4
drawer filing cabinets for
sale. If you would like to
take a look at the condition
and unit, please contact
the office. (Picture used is
not the actual school
cabinet)




PAID ADVERTISING

Wirreanda’s newsletter contains paid advertisements, which assist with the
cost of publication. The publication of such advertisements does not imply
endorsement of any product or service by the NSW Department of Education
or Wirreanda Public School.
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ot mom!

Contact Tania
0422 614 135

FREE GIFT
For all New
Enrolments

Education
N&w Public Schools.

Join our Easter
Famlly nght

Thursday 17" March 6pm- 8pm

Bring the family along for
a great night of fun!

* Easter D.1Y. Workshops

* Visit from Easter Bunny

* Fun Easfer egg hunt Bnins | o
* Easter activities for the whole family &Y
* Light refreshments provided

Baokings ded — for more information ar to book speak to o team member in-store
or go lo www.bunnings.com.uu and locate your nearest store.

ZUNNIN
2U ) s%s

Givethe it o chie with o Bumnings Gil Gard

For a reasonable fee, the day includes:
door to door transport, morning tea, hot lunch,
dessert plus activities held throughout the day.

h Phone Care Services 1300 782 896




Can Saver Plus assist you
with school costs?

Join Saver Plus and match your savings, dollar for dollar, up to $500
for educational costs including:

+ school uniforms and text books

* computers, laptops and tablets

* excursions and camps

s sports equipment, uniforms and lessons

* music tuition and instrument hire.

You may be eligible if you have a Health Care or Pensioner Concession Card,
are at least 18 years old, have some regular income from work (you or your
partner) and have a child at school or study yourself.

Contact Cynthia Culhane, your local Saver Plus Worker:
(02) 4032 4703 / 0418 699 646
or cynthia.culhane@thesmithfamily.com.au
o by ANZ and the Brotherh

ared by the Smith
The program Is funded by ARZ and the Australlan Governmen

$1000 FREE KIDS DENTAL* WITH THE CHILD DENTAL BENEFITS SCHEDULE!

(Great news, the Child Dental Benefits Schedule continues in 2016! The Commonwealth Government
dental scheme provides eligible children with a $1000 free kids dental benefit* on selected dental
services within a 2 year calendar period.

In 2014 and 2015 many families were surprised that they were eligible for the free $1000 benefit”. To
gain access to benefits, children must be eligible for Medicare, must be between 2 and 17 years of
age for at least 1 day of the calendar year with the child or parent, guardian or carer receiving Famify
Tax Banefit Part A or another relevant government payment.

Net sure if you're kids are eligible? Contact your local Pacific Smiles Dental Centre, have your
Medicare card ready and they can easily check to ses if your kids are eligible or have remaining
banefits from 2014,

Information provided by Pacific Smiles Dental: visit pacificsmilesdental.com.au for further
information.

“Free when senvices covered by the Commonwealth Government's Child Dental Benefits Schedule are
bulk billed by particieating centists for treatments provided to efgible patients.

Please contact:

Plaase use the above text with this image,

FREEKIDS

Pacific DENTAI

91t pmbescianal com au (5 chock gty
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Medowie
Skate Park

Saturday 19 March
11AM

. PORT STEPHENS

COuUNCIL

@al

soccer academy ©

. pave fun y

Children’s soccer is
all about loving the game:
shooting, dribbling, playing games
and of course the thrill of scoring

- » GOALS!

We encourage and develop a love of soccer
in a FUIM and active environment guaranteed
to engage and entertain children of all ages.

L4

@ Soccer skills @ Birthdays

Nelson Bay, Shoal Bay
& Medowie!

soccer
coaching!
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Respect, Responsibility,
Personal Best

IRRAWANG
H oo S

Introducing Mr Paul Baxter Principal, Irrawang High School

| believe that, as a school community,
we should have students’ academic
success and their well-being as a dual
focus for our actions every day.

| have started the year as the new
Principal with high expectations of our
staff and students in both those areas. |
expect students to work hard and work
to their potential, demonstrate respect
to the staff and fellow students and to
become the best person that they can
possibly become.

Irrawang High School is a Positive
Behaviour for Learning (PBL) School
that values respect and responsibility in
creating a caring learning environment
and supports students to achieve their
personal best.

The school offers all students the
opportunity to achieve excellence

in academic, cultural, sporting and
community endeavours. | am committed
to building greater engagement with

the wider school community, including
our partner schools of lIrawang PS,

Grahamstown PS, Wirreanda PS and
Medowie PS.

Mr Baxter has held a broad range of
leadership positions across the state in the
Westem Regicn, Blue Mountains, Westem
Sydney and maost recently Tomaree

High School. He brings a broad range of
educational experiences and knowledge
io the school as well as sirong community
ties as he lives in the Port Stephens area.
Mr Baxter is actively involved with a
number of community and sporting groups
in the region.

There are many reasons why you should send your child to Irrawang High School...

v A broad, balanced and relevant curriculum

v Junior School — Middle School initiatives, Stage 3-4
supportive & strong ongoing transition program with our

partner Primary Schools

v Senior School — fully staffed Learning & Support Centre,

v 21st century technology — smart boards in every classroocm

v Many levels of communication — monthly newsletter, website,
SMS, school app for smartphones, facebook

v Increasing enrolments in 2016

increasing propertion of students achieving Band 5 &6

results

v New dedicated Senior Study Rooms

v State-of-the-Art Primary Industries facilities

v Robust school to work & Vocational Education Training

programs

v Weekly Breakfast Club — free breakfast to all students

v~ Comprehensive Gifted & Talented (GATS) program

v~ An outstanding Creative and Performing Arts program

v Four specialised classes catering for students with a variety

of disability levels

v Staffed weekly Homework Centre (Snack n Study) —

v Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander leadership programs

P: (02) 4987 4687

afternoon tea included
v Monthly P&C Meetings — 4th Monday of the month

E: irrawang-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au W: www.irrawang-h.schools.nsw.edu.au
A: Mount Hall Rd, Raymond Terrace NSW 2324

Education
+ | Public Schools.
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3 Way conference &
goals setting

4R 6H KR 5JG 1D
3:00pm 3C Open

goals setting
4F 4B KG 5L 5R

Zone Touch trials
Year 6 Enrichment
day

3 Way conference &

goals setting
3S 6A 1F KH KW 2/3S
Zone Soccer trials

Term1 WIRREANDA PUBLIC SCHOOL 2016
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
6 | 29 Feb 1 March 2 March 3 March 4 March
K-6 Assembly Newsletter Interrrelate Year 6
World Read Aloud Binless Day - Clean
Day Up Australia Day
Zone Rugby trials 3-6 Assembly 2.50pm
— Host 6H
$2/S3 Camp Deposit
Due $50
7 | 7 March 8 March 9 March 10 March 11 March
K-6 Assembly 3:30pm P&C AGM AECG Meeting Paul Harragan League | Interrelate Year 6
Meeting Cross Country Cup K-2 Assembly 2.30pm
Carnival —Host 2D
8 | 14 March 15 March 16 March 17 March 18 March
K-6 Assembly 3 Way conference & Newsletter 3 Way conference & Interrrelate Year 6

Stage 1 teachers
attending “Got It”
training

National Day against

classroom goals setting Bullying and Violence
2D 2T 1) 1/2A 2/3E 3-6 Assembly 2.50pm
— Host 5JG
9 | 21 March 22 March 23 March 24 March 25 March
K-6 Assembly Easter Hat Parade Good Friday
HARMONY DAY ICAS S Due (Spelling;
Writing; Science;
Digital Technologies)
28 March 29 March 30 March 31 March 1 April
Easter Monday Newsletter Athletics Carnival
Zone Touch Footy
trials
1 | 4 April 5 April 6 April 7 April 8 April
1 | kK6 Assembly K-2 Assembly 2.30pm
- Awards only
ANZAC ASSEMBLY

Last Day for Term 1
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Tell Them From Me student survey:

Information and consent form for
parents and carers Years 4, 5, 6 only.

Dear Parents and Carers

In Term 1 2016, your school is taking part in the Tell Them From Me student survey. The survey will provide
us with valuable feedback on what our students think about school life, how engaged they are with school
and the different ways that teachers interact with them. Schools in Australia and around the world have
used the Tell Them From Me survey to help them improve. The survey is completed on-line and is run by an
independent research company, The Learning Bar, which specialises in school-based surveys.

Staff in schools will not be able to identify individual students from their responses. To ensure
confidentiality, participating students will receive a unique username and password. Where fewer than five
students respond to a question, the results will be suppressed. The survey typically takes 30 minutes or
less to complete and will be administered by the school during normal school hours. Once the surveys are
completed by students, reports are prepared and in most cases are available to schools within three
business days.

As well as schools getting student feedback, the Department of Education, through the Centre for
Education Statistics and Evaluation (CESE), has access to data from across NSW and is running a research
project to look at state-wide patterns of student wellbeing, engagement and effective teaching practices.
The research is looking at how these things impact on student outcomes, including academic performance.
Individual students and schools will not be identified in any CESE publications, and all information will be
handled in accordance with the relevant privacy legislation. Students’ personal information will not be
disclosed by the Department to any other person or body other than as required by law.

This research will help schools in New South Wales to better understand how to improve student wellbeing
and engagement. It will also help teachers and principals discuss what works to improve student
outcomes.

Participating in the survey is entirely voluntary. Your child will not take part if either you or your child do
not wish. If, during the survey, your child is uncomfortable answering any question, he/she should leave it
blank and move on to the next question. Your child can stop the survey at any time.

If you do not want your child to take part in the survey, please complete the attached form and return it
to your child's school by Monday, 7th March.

More information about the survey and the research is available in English on the CESE website:
http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-parents

Philippa Young Dr Jenny Donovan
Principal Executive Director
Wirreanda Public School Centre for Education Statistics and Evaluation

CENTRE FOR EDUCATION STATISTICS AND EVALUATION
E cese@det.nsw.edu.au WWW.cese.nsw.gov.au
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Tell Them From Me Student Feedback Survey non-consent form
Years 4 ,5,6 ONLY

If you do not want your child to participate in the student feedback survey, please sign this form and
return it to your school by Monday, 7th March.

I DO NOT give consent for my child/children to participate in the Tell Them From Me student feedback
survey.

NAME Of SEUAENT/S ..ottt ettt e sbesaeea s

ROI CIASS/ S ettt ettt eee e ete et ea et st ees e s saesereeneeseeesneenn

NaME Of PArENT/CATEL ..ttt et eer ettt eae b v enen

Signature Of PAreNt/Carer ......coeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt

;%?lv; Education
sommenn | PUBRlIC Schools

11



	MONDAY

